
“Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel both
And be one traveler, long I stood
And looked down one as far as I could
To where it bent in the undergrowth; … ”  
—from The Road Not Taken by Robert Frost 

Life’s journeys take us to many unexpected places. If you had 
told me 30 years ago that I would be leading conventions for 
Mennonite Church USA, I never would have never believed you. 
Of course 30 years ago there was no Mennonite Church USA, 
and the only “Mennos” I knew of were found swimming in ponds 

(minnows). But now here we are, together on this journey to God-
only-knows-where. 

That is the funny thing about journeys: whether it is a quick trip 
to the convenience store, a drive to work, or a cross-country road 
trip, unexpected things can happen. Remind me to tell you about 
a bus, a gazelle, and my travels to Mennonite World Conference 
in Zimbabwe sometime.

As we prepare for KC2015, I hope you are excited about all 
the unexpected things that can happen when we are on a 
journey with God. I hope you are expecting the unexpected. This 
convention—KC2015—is all about the gospel or the “good 
news.” As always, there will be discussions about various things 
happening in and around our church and in and around our 
world, but as convention planning staff, we encourage you to 
focus on the gospel. 

Luke 24 will be our theme text, and we invite you to join us in 
beginning to engage it now—not just during the five days we 
spend together in July 2015.

What does it mean to journey with God? What does it mean to 
walk with the Savior but fail to recognize him in our life? How 
amazing is it when we connect with God and feel our hearts 
burning with love and understanding?

These are a few of the questions we would like to explore on this 
journey to KC2015. We hope you’ll travel with us on the way.

The Road Not Taken and other 
convention oddities
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“On the Way / En el Camino” has been chosen as the theme for 
Mennonite Church USA’s next biennial convention, to be held 
June 30–July 5, 2015, in Kansas City, Mo.

Developing a firm faith foundation doesn’t happen overnight. 
That’s the message that convention planners want to drive home 
for participants who attend.

“Christ is our focus, and our lifelong journey 
is to follow him,” said Glen Guyton, director 
of Convention Planning. “We want to spend 
some time focusing on what it means to be on 
a journey with Jesus and how that changes our 
daily encounters with people.”

The theme scripture for the convention week is 
Luke 24, a passage that includes stories of the 
women finding Jesus’ tomb empty, the disciples’ 
encounter with Jesus on the Road to Emmaus, 
and Jesus’ ascension and commissioning of the 
disciples.

Luke 24:35 reads, “Then the two [travelers on 
the Road to Emmaus] told what had happened on the way, and 
how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.”

“Luke 24 is a really rich passage,” said Hannah Heinzekehr, 
director of communication and convention planning coordinator. 
“There is so much food for thought here about what it means to 
encounter and be changed by Jesus over and over again, in our 
daily lives. It’s not a one-time thing, but rather a relationship that 
evolves over time.”

The theme was chosen by the Cabinet of Mennonite Church 
USA’s Executive Board staff, led by Ervin Stutzman, executive 
director. The group spent several days of retreat together in 
the fall, spending time with Scripture and in prayer to discern 
the theme and text for the Kansas City convention. They were 
inspired by the words of Luke 24, as well as the 1995 Confession 
of Faith in A Mennonite Perspective, both of which emphasize 
Jesus’ call to “follow his teachings and his path through 
suffering to new life.” The theme has been tested and affirmed 
by members of the denomination’s Executive Board.

“Convention is a five-day event, but the impact of the worship 
and fellowship can last a lifetime,” said Guyton. “We are all 
on a journey together, and God is calling us to a yet unreached 
destination. But hopefully our hearts are burning, and there is a 
fire within us as we are seeking to follow Jesus every day.”

—Press release from Mennonite Church USA

Mennonite Church USA convention and 
Mennonite World Conference Assembly Gathered:  
What’s the skinny?

If you’re like many folks out there, you might be scratching 
your head and wondering how the next Mennonite Church 
USA convention (June 30 – July 5, 2015) is related to the next 
Mennonite World Conference (MWC) Assembly Gathered (July 
21–26, 2015, in Harrisburg, Pa.). Fear not! You are not alone, and 
we’re here to clear up the confusion with answers to the questions 
we receive most often. 

Why are these two gatherings being 
held so close together?

There is a lot of history behind these decisions. In 2010, when 
Mennonite World Conference made the decision to hold their 

assembly in the United States, Mennonite Church USA had already 
signed contracts to meet in Kansas City in 2015. To withdraw 
from these contracts would have resulted in significant financial 
penalties. 

At that time, leaders from Mennonite Church USA and MWC 
had several conversations about how to best work at facilitating 
two major conferences so close together. Mennonite Church USA 
invited MWC to think about a joint gathering. MWC leaders felt 
that doing so would feel exclusive to other MWC members, since 
Mennonite Church USA is only one of the members represented in 
MWC. Mennonite Church USA leaders suggested having the youth 
join the MWC Assembly, but it became clear that MWC would not 

Theme text and Scripture chosen for KC2015
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be able to accommodate the large numbers of youth who usually 
attend the Mennonite Church USA convention, in addition to 
other assembly attendees.

Although we are hosting two separate gatherings, Glen Guyton, 
director of convention planning for Mennonite Church USA, and 
Liesa Unger, special events coordinator for MWC, have been 
working together to find ways to collaborate in order to assure 
that both events are meaningful and well attended.

Will the Mennonite Church USA 
convention be different or smaller?

You can expect to experience energetic worship, meaningful 
and engaging seminars, delegate sessions to discuss resolutions 
and issues impacting the church, special events, and more. We 
always strive to improve convention, so there may be some new 
elements as well. We are hoping that the Mennonite Church USA 
convention will also have a bit more of a global flavor as we 
host guests from around the world who are coming to the U.S. to 
attend both gatherings.

Which gathering should I attend?

Both! Convention Planning and Mennonite World Conference 
are working together to identify incentives and—we hope—
discounts for individuals who are able to attend both of these 
summer events. 

Mennonite World Conference has stated clearly that they do not 
have the capacity to host a full-fledged event for youth. The Global 
Youth Summit, which will occur prior to the MWC Assembly, is for 
young adults ages 18 and older. High-school-age youth will have 
morning activities at the MWC Assembly but will otherwise be 
expected to join the overall adult programming. The Mennonite 
Church USA convention will still continue to offer full-fledged 
programming for people of all ages.

Why should I attend a Mennonite 
Church USA convention?

There are many reasons to attend a gathering like convention. 
They include:

n	 Faith formation. Conventions are not only a fun place 
to hang out with friends, but also a place where lives are 
transformed. Each year after convention, our inboxes are full 
of stories from youth and adults who felt called to commit 
themselves to walking alongside Christ, either for the first 
time or again. Or from people who are rejuvenated and 
reenergized to live out their call. 

n	 Learning more about Mennonites across the 
country. The People in the Pew study, which surveyed leaders 
and people across Mennonite Church USA, showed a clear 
correlation between attending a convention and making a 
commitment to being an active participant in the church. 
Convention is also a place where people can catch a glimpse of 
the diversity that exists among Mennonites in the United States. 

n	 Networking and fellowship. Convention is a time to 
meet new friends, mentors and co-workers, as well as to visit 
with old friends.

n	 Opportunities for learning.  At each convention, we dig 
deep into a theme and into Scripture, and we offer workshops 
that provide education and open up space for conversation 
around pressing issues in the church.

n	 Opportunity to be a part of churchwide decision 
making. Delegates play an important role, representing their 
congregations and participating in discussing resolutions and 
discerning the way forward for Mennonite Church USA.

n	 Interact with Mennonite Church USA agencies and 
colleges. The exhibit hall at convention provides a chance 
to get a snapshot of the good work that agencies and 
educational institutions across Mennonite Church USA are 
doing, and to learn how to get involved.

If you’ve got a question that we didn’t answer here, e-mail us anytime: convention@mennoniteusa.org.



Show us your 
Stella pride
You may remember Stella from Phoenix—that snazzy little dove 
flying around with a cactus blossom in her mouth. You took 
Stella on some pretty fun trips: she joined youth groups across 
the country, flew on planes, rode on trains and was seen all over 
the convention center in Phoenix. 

And the good news is that Stella’s journeys didn’t end in 
Phoenix. She’s back with a new look for Kansas City, standing up 
and tweeting her Mennonite pride with a saxophone. 

We invite you to print Stella out and carry her with you as you 
prepare for convention. You can join us on Facebook (Mennonite 
Church USA Convention), Twitter (@MennCon) or Instagram 
(@MennoCon) and share your Stella snapshots with us. Every 
Wednesday, share a snapshot and tag it with #MennoGram or 
#MennoCon15. We’ll select the top five Stella shots and feature 
them on the homepage of our website. 

And, if you’re really lucky, you and your Stella photo might be 
featured in a countdown video shown during opening worship 
in Kansas City. So don’t waste any time: print Stella out today 
and let us see your Mennonite pride!

Registration 
and pricing 
Convention is an investment of your time, energy and financial 
resources. We try to keep our programs as affordable as possible, but 
it also takes a lot of resources to plan an event for 6,000+ people. 
We never want money to be what keeps you from coming. We offer 
scholarships based on need and work with congregations and area 
conferences to help them partner to send people to convention. 

Registration for Kansas City 2015 will begin on Jan. 15, 2015. 
Here’s the cost breakdown for convention events:

Registration 
Adults.....................................................................$229
Youth......................................................................$229
Sponsors...................................................................$219
Jr. Youth/Sponsors*......................................................................$399
Children: K-5.................................................................................$150
Children: Preschool.......................................................................$130
Infants/Toddlers.............................................................$10/session
Evening childcare...............................................................$13/session
*The registration fee for Junior Youth includes program costs as 
well as a full meal plan for the week.

Meals
Full meals.....................................................................................$220
Lunch/dinner.................................................................................$170 
Lunch only ..........................................................................................$80 
Dinner only......................................................................................$95



Glen Alexander Guyton of San Antonio, Texas, is director 
of finance and convention planning. He is the husband of one, 
the father of two, and a lifelong shepherd to many. His passions 
are family, food and youth ministry. He gives oversight to all of 
convention and focuses especially on working alongside the youth. 

Hannah Heinzekehr is convention planning coordinator and 
director of communications. She joined the Mennonite Church 
USA Executive Board staff two years ago and jumped right into 
planning for the Phoenix convention. Hannah works with special 
events, seminars and all things communication—website, social 
media, newsletters, etc. She lives in Newton, Kan., with her 
husband, Justin, and one-year-old daughter.

Carol Epp is the convention planning assistant. She has worked 
with convention planning since 1991. If you’ve got a convention 
question, Carol’s the one to go to for answers. She works at 
coordinating registration and hundreds of logistics for each 
convention. She and her husband, Arlen, live in northern Indiana. 

Scott Hartman is the convention planning coordinator. Scott has 
been helping plan the churchwide conventions for over 15 years. 
He’s constantly amazed by the volunteers who are willing to give 
so much of their time before and at convention. He works closely 
with registration, exhibits, recreation and the many logistics that 
make convention a success. He loves seeing all the parts fall into 
place as the convention week unfolds.

 Rachel Springer Gerber is denominational minister for 
youth and young adults. Rachel has a Master of Divinity degree 
from Eastern Mennonite Seminary, Harrisonburg, Va. Recently 
she finished her first book, Ordinary Miracles, a memoir on the 

ministry of parenthood to be published by Herald Press in 2014. 
Rachel will serve on the youth worship planning committee and 
will coordinate young adult programming for KC2015. She lives in 
Bloomington, Ind., with her husband, Shawn, and three sons.

Sarah Bixler is director of children’s and junior youth 
programming for KC2015. Sarah has a deep passion for faith 
formation and young people in Mennonite Church USA. She has 
worked as a middle school teacher, congregational and conference 
youth minister and administrator, and Gather ’Round curriculum 
writer. Sarah is pursuing a Master of Divinity at Princeton 
Theological Seminary in New Jersey. She is married to Benjamin, 
and they have three living children. 

Abbey Roth is the convention planning intern. Abbey is a 
senior at the University of Northern Iowa in Cedar Falls, studying 
management and Human Resources. She coordinates social 
media feeds (Facebook, Twitter and Instagram) for convention and 
also was the producer of the live delegate session video feeds at 
Phoenix 2013.

Meet the convention planning staff

For more convention news and 
updates, follow us online: 
Website: www.MennoniteUSA.org/convention
Facebook: www.Facebook.com/MCUSA.Convention
Twitter: www.Twitter.com/MennCon
Instagram: www.Instagram.com/MennoCon

Scott Hartman, Glen Alexander Guyton, Hannah Heinzekehr, Carol Epp, Sarah Ann Bixler, Abbey Roth, Rachel Springer Gerber


